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ABSTRACT 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image processing method that remarkably 

enhances an effect of reducing a background and of thickening a thin 

character so as to attain automatic density adjustment with high precision 
at all times . 



SOLUTION: In an image processing unit such as a digital copying machine 
that reads an image of an original to apply density adjustment processing 
to received image data,, a histogram generating section 201 generates a 
density histogram from the received image data, a reference value 
calculation correction section 202 calculates a white reference value and a 
black reference value for density adjustment based on the generated density 
histogram, a reference value decision section 203 applies correction to the 
calculated white reference value and black reference value by using a 
prescribed threshold value so that the black reference value is always 
higher than the white reference value, and an automatic density adjustment 
section 204 uses the corrected white reference value and black reference 
value to apply density adjustment processing to the received image data. 
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